
Navathiruppathi – Nine Holy Temples  
(compiled from the Internet) 

Navathirupathi (Temples)  is a group of nine Hindu temples 
dedicated to  Lord Vishnu  located on the Tiruchendur-
Tirunelveli route,  Tamilnadu,  India,   on the banks of 
Thamiraparani  river.  All these 9 temples are classified as "Divya 
Desams", the 108 temples of Vishnu revered by the 12 poet 
saints, or Alwars.[1].   

Divya Desams refer to 108 Vishnu temples that are mentioned in 
the works of the Tamil Azhwars (saints). While 105 of these are 
located in India, 1 is in Nepal and the remaining 2 are located 
outside of the Earthly realms. 

Names of Temples in the Navathiruppathi Group:  
  

1.Srivaikuntam [(Sri Vaikuntanatha (Kallapiran) Temple] 
 
2. Natham (Vijayaasana Perumal Temple - Thiru Varagunamangai) 
 
3. Thiruppulingudi (Kaaisinavendhan Temple) 
 
4. Perungulam  (Thirukullanthai) (Sri Mayakoothar Temple) 

   5 & 6. Irattai Thiruppathi (Rettai Tirupathi North Temple,     
Tholaivillimangalam & Rettai Tirupathi South Temple, 
Tholaivillimangalam)  
 
 7. Then Thirupperai (Makara Nedunkuzhai Kannan Temple) 
 
8.  Alwarthirunagari (Adhinaatha Perumal Temple –  
     Thirukkurugur) 
 
9.  Thirukolur  (Vaithamanidhi Perumal Temple)  

 



 
• The nine Vaishnava shrines, hailed as ‘Navathiruppathi’ are considered to be 

related to the ‘Navagrahaas’ or the nine planets or celestial bodies, and the 

deities in these temples are worshipped as the ‘Navagrahaas’ themselves.  They 

are: 

• 1. Sooriyan (Sun) - Srivaikuntam 

• 2. Chandran (Moon) - Varagunamangai 

• 3. Angaarakan (Mars) - Tirukkolur 

• 4. Budhan (Mercury) - Thiruppulinkuti 

• 5. Guru (Jupiter) - Alwar Tirunagari 

• 6. Chukran (Venus) - Thentirupperai 

• 7. Shani (Saturn) - Perungulam 

• 8. Raghu - Irattai thirupathi ( Thirutholaivillimangalam ) 

• 9. Kethu – Irattaithirupathi  ( Thirutholaivillimangalam) 

 

• These Navathiruppathis in the Pandya region are recognized on par with the 

Navagrahaa temples in the Chola country (Surya – Thirumangalakkudi, 
Chandra – Thingaloor, Angaarakan – Putthirukku Velur,  Budha – 
Thiruvenkaadu, Guru – Aalangudi,  Sukra – Kanjanoor,  Shani – 
Thirunallaar, Raahu– Thirunageswaram, Ketu – Keezhperumpallam).  

 

• In these Vishnu temples, the Prime Deities themselves are worshipped as the 

Navagrahaas and so there are no separate shrines for the Navagrahaas, as 

found in other temples. It is said that offering of worship to these deities alleviate 

the malignant influences of the Navagrahaas that come about during one’s 

lifetime. 

 
 
 



DARSHAN TIMINGS AT NAVATHIRUPATHI TEMPLES 
 

Sl 

No 

Name  of the 

Place 

Distance  (Km) Name of the deity Darshan Time 

1 Srivaikundam 40 km from 

Thoothukudi 

Swami Kallapiran 6AM-12 NOON and 

4 PM - 8 PM 

2 Natham 1 km  from 

Srivaikundam 

Swami Vijayasanar 9AM- 6 PM 

3 Thirupuliyankudi 2kmfrom Srivaikundam Swami Kaisinivenda 

Perumal 

9AM- 6 PM 

4 Perunkulam 8 km from Srivaikundam Swami Mayakoothan 7.30AM- 12.00 

NOON 

5.00 PM-7.30 PM 

5 Erattai 

Thiruppathi (1) 

10.km from 

Srivaikundam 

Swami Devarpiran 8 A.M To 5 P.M 

6 Erattai 

Thiruppathi (2)  

10 km from 

Srivaikundam 

Swami Senthamarai 

Kannan 

8 AM To 5 PM 

7 Thenthirupperai 12 km from 

Srivaikundam 

Swami 

Maharanedungkuzhaikada

r           

7.30 AM -12.00 

NOON and  

5.00PM-7.30 PM 

8 Thirukkolur 8km from Srivaikundam Swami Vaithimanithi 7.30AM-12.00  

NOON and 

5.00PM-7.00P.M 

9 Alwarthirunagari 5 km from Srivaikundam 

  

Swami Aathipiran 7.30AM-12.00 NOON 

& 5.00 PM -8.00P.M 



Most of the Thirupathis are located on the main road from Tiruchendur to Tirunelveli. 

Among the nine Temples, two temples i.e., Alwarthirunagari and Srivaikundam are 

located on the main road between Tiruchendur and Tirunelveli. The other seven 

temples are located a little interior from the main road. The pilgrims who are visiting 

Thiruchendur generally pay a visit to Alwarthirunagari and Srivaikundam as they are on 

the main road. These two temples are situated on the bank of the river Tamirabarani. In 

these two temples every year a festival is being celebrated in the month of September 

for 10 days on a large scale. 

 

HISTORY / LEGEND 

NAVATHIRUPATHI – 1 - SRIVAIKUNTAM  

Srivaikuntam is situated on the Tirunelveli-Tiruchendur  railway route and the temple is 

about 3 kms from the station. It is about 30 kms. from Tirunelveli, from where frequent 

bus services are available. 

The Prime Deity Lord Vaikuntanathan faces east in standing posture, with Adisesha 

serving as an umbrella – an unusual presentation as he is always the bed to the Lord 

Who comfortably lies down on him. The Lord’s Consorts, Vaikuntanayaki and 

Choranathanayaki dwell in different shrines in the outer praakaram of the sanctum 

sanctorum. This is quite a big temple and we have to cross several ‘mandapams’ to 

reach the sanctum. In the ardha mandapam, Sri Kallappiran carrying a mace stands 

majestically on a golden couch, with his lovely Consorts, Sridevi and Bhudevi, on either 

side. He is the Lord of Procession. Next to the ardha mandapam is the sanctum 

sanctorum. 

Two legends are associated with this temple. Once an asura by the name Somakan 

appropriated Lord Brahma’s Creation-secret and Lord Vishnu retrieved it from the 

demon. Since the Lord came direct from His abode Vaikuntam and agreed to remain 

here, this place came to be known as Srivaikuntam. Later, Kaaladhushakan, a robber, 



conducted his robbery after worshipping Vaikuntanathan, and surrendered to Him, half 

of what he had plundered. He was a Robinhood of those days, looted the rich and 

helped the poor. Once his men, while engaged in ransacking the palace were caught by 

the King’s soldiers. They had to identify their leader; when Kaladhushakan came to 

know about it, he prayed to the Lord of Srivaikuntam, to save him. The Lord appeared 

before the King as Kaaladhushakan, revealed Himself to the King and counseled him to 

protect dharma. Having had this Beatific Vision, the King requested the Lord to remain 

in this place as ‘Kallappiraan’. 

A marvelous aspect of this temple is that twice a year, the Sun-god comes direct to 

worship the Lord! The golden rays of the Sun cross the temple portals, reach the 

sanctum and bathe the Lord with their splendid light on the sixth day of the Tamil 

months, Chithrai and Aippasi. Of all the Vishnu temples, such a Sun-worship happens 

only in Srivaikuntam. The construction of the temple portals is thus a brilliant 

engineering feat.  Nammalvar, has consecrated this Lord in one paasuram, along with 

the Lords of Thiruppulinkuti and Varagunamangai. 

 

NAVATHIRUPATHI - 2 — SRIVARAGUNAMANGAI (NATHAM) 

This small village without many residential quarters is situated on the Tirunelveli – 

Srivaikuntam railway line, 3 kms. east of Srivaikuntam. The place is popularly known as 

‘Natham’. 

The Prime Deity Vijayasanar is installed in a sitting posture facing east. Adisesha, the 

Lord’s dedicated vassal, spreads his mighty hoods over His head, like an umbrella. His 

Consort, Varagunavalli or Varagunamangai dwells beside Him. 

The legend is that the Lord appeared before a Brahmin, Vedavith, who conducted the 

rituals for his departed mother, father and Guru, by chanting the excellent mantra called 

‘Aasanathai’. The Lord in the guise of an old Brahmin, directed Vedavith to go to the 

sacred place ‘Varagunamangai’ and chant the mantra, which could then be realized in 



its full potential.  By his arduous tapasya and meditation of mantra, Vedavith gained the 

Supreme Feet (Parama Padam) of the Lord. Since he chanted the ‘Aasana’ mantra, the 

Lord was christened ‘Vijayasanar’. Earlier, a sage by the name Romasar had told his 

disciple, Sathyavaan that one who died in this kshetra (sacred place) would attain 

‘moksa’. Sathyavaan had seen an unusual incident as he was taking his bath in the 

Akanaasa thirtham: a fisherman died due to snake-bite, but he was carried in a chariot 

to the Celestial City. The Guru alleged that the fisherman who had committed grave sins 

in his previous birth could absolve them by his deaths in this sacred place. 

Varagunamangai has such a high glory. 

Nammalvar in his Tiruvaaymozhi (9.2.4) has consecrated this Lord in one paasuram, 

along with the Lords of Thiruppulinkuti and Srivaikuntam. 

 

NAVATHIRUPATHI - 3 — THIRUKKOLUR 

This sacred place, situated on the Tirunelveli-Tiruchendur railway line, is about 2 kms. 
from Alwartirunagari (another Navathiruppathi dedicated to Brihaspathi) — a hamlet 
where there is nil facility. However, the Prime Deity, abed on His snake-bed and east-
facing, lures devotees because of His immense grace. 

The place has a ‘rich’ legend, associated with Lord Kubera, the God of Wealth. He is 
the Guardian of inestimable riches and ‘Navanidhis’ (nine special treasures). Once, he 
incurred the wrath of Goddess Parvathi (Lord Shiva’s Consort), Who cursed Kubera that 
he will lose not only the sight of one eye and become a dwarf but also all his 
possessions including the ‘Navanidhis’. The riches, of course, needed a Protector and 
surrendered to Lord Vishnu at the banks of Porunai (River Tamiraparani), Who 
accepted them and decided to stay on there with all the riches. Hence the name 
‘Vaithamaanidhi Perumal’.  Later, Kubera worshipped this ‘Nikshepavitthan’ 
(Vaithmaanidhi Perumal) and got granted a portion of his wealth. The Lord lies supine 
with the measuring vessel (marakkaal) as His pillow and is in constant vigil. A similar 
icon is seen in Thiru Aadhanoor in Tanjore District, which is also a ‘Divyadesam’. 



Thirukkolur is also called ‘Adharmabisuna kshetram’. Dharma, (Righteousness) also a 
treasure, stayed here and with the help of this Lord, won the battle with adharma 
(iniquity). The belief is that we can retrieve our lost wealth, if we worship this Lord. A 
legend attests to this fact : Dharma Guptha with ten children, was extremely poverty-
stricken and unable to bear the sufferings submitted to his Guru Sage Bharadwaja. The 
Guru told him that his condition was due to the sin of being a miser in his previous birth 
and if he worshipped Vaithamaanidhi Perumal, he would be relieved of penury. Dharma 
Guptha accordingly served the Lord and got back his wealth. 

Madhurakavi Alvar, one of the twelve Alwars, was born here. Nammalvar has dedicated 
12 paasurams celebrating the place and the Lord.  Both Sri Swami Desikan and Sri 
Manavala Maamunigal have paid rich encomiums to the place as well as Madhurakavi 
Alvar. 

 

NAVA THIRUPATHY TEMPLE – 4 – THIRUPPULIANKUDI 

Umbilical cord from the naval of Perumal joins the lotus on which Brahma is seated. 

Those who want to have the Darshan of the lotus feet of the Lord, have to do so only 

through a window here. This is where Indhra got relieved from Brahmahathi Sin. A 

Brahmin by name Yagnya Sharma wandering as a demon due to curse of the sons of 

Sage Vasishta also was relieved from their anger by worshipping the Lord here. Varuna, 

Niruthi and Dharmaraja and Narar also had Darshan of the Lord in Thiruppuliankudi. 

 

NAVA THIRUPATHY TEMPLE -5 - ALWAR THIRUNAGARI 

 

In Alwar Thirunagari, the Lord appeared on his own. According to tradition, the feet of 

the Lord are below the earth. The Araiyar Sevai Festival is celebrated in the temple as it 

is followed in Srirangam. Hymns praising the Lord (Prabandhams) are recited during 



abhishekam to the Lord. The tamarind tree under which sage Nammalwar performed 

his penance and authored his hymns is still present in Alwar Thirunagari. The Lord is 

also known as Varaha Perumal and Gnana Piran. The temple is administered by the 

descendents of Manawala Maamunigal. Here, Indhra was relieved from the sin of 

neglecting his parents. According to tradition, the tamarind tree is none other than 

Lakshmana. 

 

NAVA THIRUPATHY TEMPLE - 6 – THENTHIRUPPERAI 

The temple is huge in size. As per the wish of Lakshmi Devi, Sage Durvasa cursed 

Boomi Devi to transform like Lakshmi Devi in appearance. Boomi Devi performed 

penance chanting ‘Ashtakshara’ (Om Namo Narayanayah) taught by Sage Durvasa and 

got the name “Sri Perai”. She offered two earrings to the Lord in the shape of fish on full 

moon day and hence the Lord came to be known as Makaranedung Kuzhaikadhar. The 

place is called Thirupperai after the name of Boomi Devi, then known as Sri Perai. It is 

here that Varuna also got relieved from his sin of abusing Jupiter. Tradition also has it 

that the King of Vidharba worshipped the Lord and got relieved of the famine in his 

country. 

 

NAVA THIRUPATHI TEMPLE - 7 -  PERUNKULAM (THIRUKKULANDAI) 

Kamalavathi, born to a Brahmin named Vedhacharan, performed penance to marry the 

Lord and succeeded in it. The place is also known as Balika Vanam. According to 

another story, the Lord fought with a demon called Ashmasaran and danced on his 

body and hence assumed the name Maya Koothan. Garuda is also near the procession 

deity. 

 



NAVA THIRUPATHI TEMPLE -  8 & 9  - TWIN TEMPLES KNOWN AS ‘IRATTAI 
THIRUPPATHY’ - THOLAVIL MANGALAM 

Tholavil Mangalam is near Thenthirupperai having two temples known as ‘Irattai 

Thirupathy’. This is considered as a single Divya Desam. The temple is situated in the 

midst of a dense forest. It is advisable to visit the temple knowing about the availability 

of the priest. Nammalwar has sung 11 hymns praising these twin temples. The temple is 

linked with Raghu and Kethu planets. 

Incidentally, the famous Thiruchendur Murugan Temple is situated very near to 
Navathirupathi (1 hour’s travel).  Darsan Timings at Tiruchendur  05.00 AM – 9.00 PM. 

TIRUCHENDUR is one among the (six)  "PADAI VEEDUS" of Lord Muruga (other five  
being THIRUPPARANKUNRAM, PAZHAMUDIRCHOLAI, PALANI, SWAMIMALAI & 
TIRUTTANI)  
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ROUGH SKETCH GIVEN BELOW 

 

 



 


